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High-School Preparation — 


Out of every hundred young Americans starting the 
twelve-year climb toward a high-school diploma only 
four or five, a tiny group of trained and tested win- 
ners, finally reach the shining goal. They are pub- 
licly applauded as victors in the long contest, are offi- 
cially furnished with diplomas which certify to their 
intellectual training, and are officially rated as at last 
“ready for college.” 


The first part of a “college course” is largely a 
continuation of high school subjects and high school 
methods, and no well-prepared high school graduate, 
who will average five hours of diligent preparation 
out of each twenty-four, need have any fear of not 
making at least a “passing grade” on his fifteen col- 
lege class-meetings per week. 


College Failures. 


Why, then, out of every hundred of these ambi- 
tious, well-trained young Americans should from ten 
to twenty-five make a dismal and often a tragic and 
hopeless failure of their longed-for “college course’ 
before its first year of elementary study is over? 


To one who has closely observed and studied 
thousands of such cases the answer is painfully clear. 
An honor-graduate of a high-grade prep-school is 
amply prepared for “College Study,’ but may be 
totally unprepared for “COLLEGE LIFE.” For 
every college matriculate whose lack of brain-abil- 
ity or lack of preparatory brain-training wrecks his 
college career, at least ten are failures because they 
were so fatally “unprepared” for the intoxicating 
freedom, the fascinating diversions, and the “animal 
temptations” of “college life” during the “fool-kid’ 
period which so often precedes and imitates real 
manhood. ; fs 


A Whirlwind Age. 


This is an age of gasoline and jazz, of the movie 
and the radio, of the new woman and her liberty, 
of a general epidemic of rebellion, especially among 
the young and immature, against every kind of re- 
straint or coercion, and also of swift and multifari- 


ous development in every department of human ac- 
tivity. 

The swarming American campus of today is a 
vivid cross-section of this fascinating whirlwind of 
American life. While, therefore, the high-school 
machinery with its elaborate program is grinding 
out the necessary units of intellectual preparation, 
let parents and teachers and church leaders and all 
far-seeing citizens see to it that these precious young 
people are as wisely and thoroughly prepared for 
“college life” as they are for “college study.” 


The Inner Motive-Power 


If a boy positively refuses to exert his own mind, 
all the skilled teachers of the nation can’t enable 
him to translate simple French or solve problems in 
easy Algebra. So in preparing for college life. The 
boy may be guided, but he must furnish his own 
motive-power. The rest of this talk about “getting 
prepared” for a successful college career is, there- 
fore, directly with him. 


To the Boy “Preparing for College.” 


Leaving your “entrance units” to your regular 
teachers, let me help you find out whether you are 
becoming prepared for college life, which is far more 
difficult and causes more wreckage than the most 
difficult college studies. 


I will as your first test give you today only the 
simplest and most elementary question of your en- 
trance exam. See if you can “pass’’ it successfully, 
rating at least 75 per cent? If you can’t, then stay 
out of college till you acquire more “units” in self- 
directed Manhood. 


The First Question. 


Are you enough of a grown-up, well-bred man to 
carry through a gentleman’s daily personal routine, 
without a word of advice or suggestion or command 
from anybody? Let us examine a few leading items 
of this daily routine, and test your preparation. 


Do you, with reasonable regularity, go to bed at 
some fixed hour and rise punctually at some fixed 
time, with no one to remind you or order you or 
waken you? If not, you are still ‘a mere boy,” not 
Ae: ready for a campus life of self-controlled free- 
om, 


Have you, formed the settled habit of ‘personal 
cleanliness, with thoroughly washed hands and ears. 
and head and: body all the time, with clean linen and 
presentable clothes, with hair and shoes and nails 
properly cared for every day, with the habit of at- 
tending to your laundry and knowing where your 


various “personal belongings” are? If “somebody ak 


else” must look after these things for you, must 
find your clean clothes and keep track of your . soiled 
ones, must remind you to brush your hair and polish 
your shoes, you are certainly not yet ready to lead 


a grown-man’s life anywhere in America whether ye 


on a campus, or in any business position. 


Have you’ grown- up sense enough to take special ay 


care of your.téeth during this special period when ec 
unsuspectéd ‘detay and infection may injure” habs a 
manhood: health and wreck your later life wit no 
pling disease?’ ‘Or are you in “too much of a_ vo 
to give: your - ‘teeth a thorough Mee ie every Pb 
ing and: -ckeging? oe . 


poisonous waste is not rationed every. aise 
road to an early breakdown, or are you a : 


ia chauffeur as to be rather proud of being ble. at 1) 


put off such “interruptions” almost sosorue a: ae 
out noticeable disability? et ie 
Are you in the habit of “sorging” your. ‘food. jo a 
big mouthfuls, washing each down with a gulp of 
liquid, and finding ten or twelve minutes long enough : 
to eat “plenty of grub” till the next feeding-time? _ 


These few items will help explain the first ques- _ 
tion of your entrance-exam. If you can’t make | a: 
seventy-five per cent stand on this first” section of 
the examination, you'd better get busy at once, for 
you are certainly not “getting ready for college,” | 
whatever your text-book grades and text-book units | 
and. personal conceit may be. 
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